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Background

Since the last century, there has been talk of armed conflicts and sexual violence against women, finding two main
modalities: opportunist practice or war strategy. The first refers to sexual violence practices not ordered by the high
command of the armed group, but tolerated as compensation to their subordinates for their obedience. The latter
operate for organizational purposes in an institutional framework; their purpose is to set a precedent, a message for
a particular group. This is a problem of very high relevance and to which important research efforts have been
devoted, especially in the social sciences and law. The first are mainly authored by women who are committed to
providing knowledge with the aim of supporting the most vulnerable communities, and who can develop coping
strategies in the situations they face, product of violence by different armed groups, both illegal and State. In the
latter, the publications are the legal responsibility of the offenders, to establish the objective correspondence
between crime and punishment, leaving aside the subjective responsibility that involves the psychic processes of the
actors, question concerning psychoanalysis as a discipline of subjectivity. This is crucial in the Colombian case, where
women often take a passive position in the face of violence, and religion appears as the only coping strategy. When
it comes to sexual violence in the context of the conflict, the effects increase compared to those of everyday life.
Thus, not only research and processes are required to provide knowledge on the forms of legal reasoning in cases of
sexual violence in the conflict, but also on the importance of social and community processes, relevant because they
provide information on aspects related to social subjectivity and social representations; to which psychoanalysis can
add new perspectives addressing the implications of unconscious subjective positions.

Aims

This research aims to analyze the subjective position of a female former combatant of FARC-EP from the
psychoanalytic categories of identification, fantasy and aggressiveness, with respect to sexual violence exercised by
members of the armed group.

Method & procedures

This research analyzes the testimony obtained through an interview with a female former combatant of FARC-EP in
the process of reintegration, who joined the guerrilla group at the age of 15 and demobilized at 26 years old. It was
possible through the link established with the Agency for Reintegration and Normalization. Their participation was
voluntary and formalized by signing an informed assent. The semi-structured interview was based on thematic
themes relating to the history of life and the entry, passage and disassociation of the armed group. A complete
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transcription was made in which signifiers and statements taken as evidence were identified and analyzed to account
for their identifications, fantasies and aggressiveness linked to their history of sexual abuse and the place that is
made in the Other in relation to these issues.

Results & discussion

The fragments of this interview allow to understand the position of a subject that is located from the vulnerability in
relation to the Other. The armed group functions as a means of believing that the ideal of revenge. The weapon of
endowment, later, would become the object interposed between his body and the body of the other aggressor,
which means that, in addition to this protective function, it also serves as a tamponade for the subject’s lack of being.
The identifications present in the speech of the interviewee, give account of scenes that allow to place the Other
enemy as recipient of the passion of hate and reveal, in this particular case, something that goes beyond a defense
or a revenge, and that gives account of a violation of the body, demonstrated by the choices that the subject makes
in combat, the contemplation of suicide and the elaboration of fantasies of transgression scenes and waste of the
body. Although what has been found in relation to the subjective position reveals matters proper to the place of the
subject as a participant in his own suffering, this does not eliminate, nor does it detract from, the importance of
taking into account the subjective responsibility of the abusers, also, of course, their legal and social responsibility.

Conclusion

Our findings reveal that it is because of the place the subject has as an agent that could produce a subjective
arrangement with which he put a limit to the circularity of abuse as an expression of the compulsion repetition
compulsion. Research such as this can help those who work and investigate with women who have suffered abuse,
take into account their place as victims, but their subjectivity and the possibility of placing them as people of change
in ways of building ways of knowing-Do with that impossible to bear, that traumatic of her story.
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