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Background

Over the last decade, Colombia has made significant progress in recognizing the rights of LGBTI people. However,
regarding the family issue, a strong political debate persists, motivated by the opposition against the possibility that same-
sex couples can raise children. In recent years, the literature has made considerable progress in investigating the
transformations of contemporary families that are far from the traditional nuclear model of the modern era. Regarding
the LGBTI population, some of the most studied topics are the trajectories and relational dynamics of LGBTI families, the
experience of motherhood and fatherhood, the meanings associated with the notion of family, the social support
networks that LGBTI families have, and the challenges that these families pose to the notion of kinship.

Aims
The objective of the article is to address the major sociocultural barriers faced by families characterized by their sexual
diversity and gender identity.

Method & Procesdure

This is a qualitative, exploratory and descriptive study, with an interpretative approach. Through non-probabilistic
sampling, semistructured interviews were conducted with 44 LGBTI activists who lead social organizations and work with
LGBTI families in seven departments of the Colombian Andean region. Data analysis was developed through content
analysis.

Results & Discussion

Participants of this study have a conception of family based on aspects of bonding and relational order. No important
differences were identified regarding the organization, roles, and functions that occur in LGBTI families, compared to
heteronormative families.

These conceptions are related to the concept of non-traditional kinship (Butler, 2004); Regarding parentality, authors
agree with other researchers who argue that sexual orientation is not a central aspect for these families, being more
important the establishment of emotional bonds and the provision of the fundamental resources that their children
require for the construction of their subjectivity.

Social stigmatization is recognized as the main barrier that LGBTI families currently face in the regions studied. In Colombia,
the binary vision of gender and compulsory heterosexuality prevail as the norm. LGBTI families continue to experience
stigmas related to abnormality, mental illness, instability in relationships, among others. Results also show the presence
of self-stigmatization, which influences participant's self-recognition as a family and their decision to become parents.
Participants point out that LGBTI families exist regardless of the social recognition they may have in the country. Many
families prefer to become invisible and conceal their affective ties, their relationships, and parental relations, as a
protection mechanism. In addition, external invisibility appears when the existence of these family typologies are silenced,
their legitimacy is denied under the discourse of acceptance and tolerance, but without recognition.
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When individuals decide to be open about their sex-affective bonds, they must face a continuum of homophobia,
discrimination, and violence. These practices act as forms of control in the daily life of the subjects, from the families of
origin, in the school-job context, and state institutions, reproducing the hegemonic cultural and religious burdens, which
prevents sociocultural openness to these diverse family conformations.

These concrete practices of hostility and sexism are manifestations of heteronormativity as a regulator principle in the
construction of gendered subjectivities and a strategy of normalization of those gender manifestations that distance
themselves from the hegemonic model. They also define the conformation and legitimization of families from compulsory
heterosexuality. This brings as a consequence, social isolation, concealment, ignorance and violation of their rights in
family, social, and institutional spaces.

Conclusion

This article addresses the frames of possibility where the collective action of resistance carried out by families and social
organizations in the territories is developed. The barriers identified allow us to conclude that the materialization of rights
at the legal level must be accompanied by transformative actions on symbolic aspects, both in microsocial spaces such as
family and school, as well as in macrosocial areas such as state institutions and policy implementation. It is in these
scenarios where are produced and reproduced both hegemonic power and counter power and resistance exercises.
Politicizing and making visible LGBTI families in these scenarios contributes to dessentialize and challenge the hegemonic
family models associated with reproduction and procreation, and opens the possibility of thinking about the establishment
of new forms of affective relationships and expressions.
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